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Supporters 
Our Trustees 
Bridget Dunn 

Barrie Thomas 

Some very special 
volunteers Lyn Mansfield, Jennifer King, Asher Thomas, Helen Ashby, Marinde Vermaat, Katie Paxie, 
Alexsandra Glumac, The Body Shop staff 

Our work is only made possible by the generosity of individuals, organisations and 
companies that support our work. Without them, we could do nothing. 



The issue 
Background on Burma 
Burma is ruled by one of the most brutal military dictatorships in the world – the State Peace Development 
Council. The SPDC stands accused of gross human rights abuses, including the forcible relocation of civilians, 
food and land requisitions, the widespread use of forced labor, killings, torture, beatings and rapes. 

Since 1996 the SPDC has forcibly relocated numerous ethnic minority groups, destroyed over 2500 villages 
and systematically displaced more than 600,000 citizens. 

Neighboring Thailand struggles with the hundreds of thousands who try and flee across the border. Thailand is 
not a signatory to the 1951 UN convention relating to the status of refugee as ‘a person fleeing fighting’, and 
maintains a strict and sometimes arbitrary policy of not recognising people fleeing Burma as refugees. 

Some are able to seek asylum in refugee camps, if they meet the definition of a refugee as set out by the 
government. But in many cases, victims of direct human rights abuses are refused access to refugee camps 
and international humanitarian aid. These people face a life trying to survive as migrant workers. 

Child Refugees and migrants 
With approximately 1.5 million migrants from Burma in Thailand, an educational void has emerged for the 
children of these migrants. Under international and more recently (2005) Thai law, it is the responsibility of the 
Thai government to enable these stateless children to enter the Thai education system. 

However, most migrant parents cannot afford to send their children to Thai schools as uniforms and supplies 
are beyond their financial means. Parents also fear that sending their children to Thai schools will identify their 
whereabouts and they will be deported back to Burma. Furthermore, these schools do not teach their 
languages or anything about their culture. 

Many of these children are therefore either forced to work in difficult conditions with their parents or are left at 
home unsupervised. Many are consequently found wandering the streets and are extremely vulnerable to all 
sorts of abuse, trafficking and exploitation. 



Year in review 
Burma 
As the oppressive Burmese military regime continue to persecute their people through 
multiple human rights abuses such as forcible relocation, forced labour, requisition of 
food and land and the destruction of villages, more and more children and their families 
flee to the Thai – Burma border to seek safety  

Thailand  
In Thailand we continue to fund and proactively work with the Burmese Migrant Workers 
Education Committee, a local Community Based Organisation who work with children 
and young adults who have been forced from their homes by the oppressive military 
regime of Burma. 

New Zealand 
This year we successfully ran our first public event, an exhibition highlighting the plight of 
the Burmese people. The art was by Karen Burmese artist Saw Cu Cil, which was 
exhibited and then sold to raise awareness and funds for Children on the Edge and the 
children of Burma. The event was embraced by the local community through attendance 
and financial contribution. 

Volunteers 
Children on the Edge is also thrilled to have launched its volunteer program this year, 
having four people travel to Thailand and teach at our schools and boarding houses over 
the last six months. 



Financials 
Financial Summary 

Children on the Edge New Zealand was founded in 2006, this annual 
report and financial reports are the first completed by the charity since 
its conception and registration with the charities commission.  
Children on the Edge has had the pleasure of being supported this year and every year by 
The Body Shop New Zealand. Not only do they fund our National Managers salary through 
their own accounting team, they have also allowed us to retail products through their stores 
and generously nominated us as their charity of choice for their customer loyalty 
programme LOVE YOUR BODY. 

Through their support Children on the Edge has generated the majority of funds. 

Children on the Edge also held its first public charity event, an art exhibition featuring the 
work of a Burmese artist. The art was then sold, as were prints and funds raised for 
Children on the Edge. This event saw extensive support in the form of sponsorship from 
local businesses (refer supporters page) and also the public through attending, purchasing 
and donating. 

Children on the Edge has spent the year expanding its network through public events and 
other networks. Multiple businesses throughout the country now feature collection boxes in 
their stores, raising much needed funds for our projects. 

We have submitted a number of applications to various trusts, businesses and foundations 
and hope that over time we will be able to grow a more extensive portfolio of supporters 
from these sector. 



Financials 
Revenue 

Total - $131,306 



Financials 
Expenses 

Total - $131,306 



Our kids 
Thi Dar Aye is ten years old and her family have been 

living and working on a rubbish dump for one year.  

Her village in Karen State, Burma, was occupied by the 
Burmese military and it became too dangerous for her 

family to stay in their home. Both her parents now work 
sorting rubbish to re sell for recycling purposes and Thi 

Dar Aye helps them at the weekend and in the school 
holidays. An unbelievable lifestyle but the families say, it 

is better living at the dump than living in Burma. 

Thi Dar Aye attends a school supported by Children on 
the Edge,  Sky Blue School. The school is located on a 
the edge of the dump where her parents work. Not the 

most ideal location for a school, however without the 
school so close the children would be unable to attend, 

and instead be forced to join their parents sorting 
through the rubbish.  

“My family left Burma because the Burmese military 
troops came to our village and they burnt our rice store 

and our church. I went to school in Burma but I prefer the 
school here. In Burma we had to buy all our own school 
supplies and there was no food for lunch. We were only 

allowed to learn Burmese there but no Karen or English. 
If we were heard speaking Karen we would be punished. 

Living on the rubbish dump is safer for my family.” 



Our kids 
This is 10 year old brother Wei Ta Ku who wants to be a teacher. He lives at Thoo Mwee Khee, a 

Children on the Edge boarding house, with his four siblings, one adopted by the family after her 
parents were killed by the Burmese army. 

Originally from the Karen State in Burma, by the time Wei Ta Ku turned 5, the Burmese army had 
destroyed his village twice and they rebuilt their lives. Last year as attacks increased in the area, their 
father had word that the army were moving towards their village. The three older siblings were at risk 

of being taken for forced labor by the army, so they were taken to Thoo Mwee Khee on the Thai – 
Burma border for safety. His fathers fears later became a reality when the Burmese army attacked 

their village. 
Wei Ta Ku, his mother and his 12 year old brother ran as the village was attacked. 

. “If we did not run, we would be dead” he said. 
They made their way to a road side where they hitched a ride with a 

logging truck. This journey took 2 days with no food. From there they 
traveled on foot for 3 days, stopping only twice for rice, to the Thai 

border to reach the Children on the Edge boarding house.  
“We don’t know what happened to our village, we ran so we would 

not die. Others in the village will have died, be hiding in the jungle, or 
made to work for them” (as forced labor). Said 12 year old sibling Ku 

Po Wha. 
Their mother returned to Burma in the hope of rebuilding a life and 

returning for her children. Yet they have had no word from her since 
then. “We worry for her” they said. 

Ku Po Wha, never attended school in Burma. He has been at school 
now for just over 2 months, and when he is older he wants to help 

protect his people and he wants the Burmese army to leave so they 
can go home. 

Ku Po Wha said, “We think they will never leave, we will never be 
free, and other countries do not seem to help. I like it at this boarding 

house. I like the food and we get it every day, I like the teachers, 
they are good and I like to have friends”. 

. 



The 
achievements 
Migrant and refugee schools and boarding houses 
Burmese migrant and refugee schools have been developed to help protect and educate these children. Many of these      
schools in Mae Sot, in the Thai province of Tak near the Burmese border are under the umbrella of the Burmese Migrant   
Workers Education Committee (BMWEC) and supported by Children on the Edge. 

We provide these schools and boarding houses with all the basic needs to allow these children a place of safety and 
development. We also address any issues in addition to the basic needs as and when they arrive such as clothing requirements, 
medical needs or even family assistance. 

Schools are provided with stationery, salaries for local teachers, school rental, sanitation and hygiene needs, nutritious lunches, 
transportation to and from school for safety reasons and all other basic requirements.  

Boarding houses are provided with daily nutritious meals, drinking water, medical requirements, warm blankets, mosquito nets 
and shelter over their heads to name just a few. The children within the boarding houses have either been orphaned, have lost at 
least one parent or have been sent unaccompanied from Burma to Thailand to seek safety from attacks and abuse by the 
Burmese Military. 

People on the ground 
Children on the Edge has also had a local migrant teacher working full time for us with our schools. Monitoring needs, progress 
and emergency situations, this team member has built up trusting relationships with our schools to ensure the children's needs 
are met. 

In addition we have also recently appointed a Project Coordinator, a New Zealand Burmese who is now based in Thailand full 
time to assist and advise the children and teachers we support. 

Things are looking up 
In addition to the general running costs we also do our best to identify and implement new facilities as required. Here’s just a few 
of the initiatives we have been involved in this year. 

This year we have successfully installed with the logistical assistance of the International Rescue Committee, new sanitation and 
hygiene facilities at one of our boarding schools. This consisted of new toilets, a new wash room, a new well, new pumps to 
retrieve the water from wells and additional water access points around the boarding facility.  

We also assisted with the construction of a new boys dormitory which is now home to over 70 boys on the Thai Burma border, 
allowing the girls to now expand to also occupy the previous boys dorm. This particular boarding house has increased from 60 
boarders 2006/ 2007 to 120 2007/ 2008. More increases are expected 2008/ 2009. 

February 2008 saw devastation just meters from one of our schools when a bomb exploded. Some of the parents of the children 
were hurt in the blast, yet luckily no one was killed. Injuries meant some parents were unable to work causing a strain on the 




