
SpinningTop Annual Report 2014/15
Welcome to SpinningTop’s annual report for 2014/15. This is a chance for us for us to 
document some of the highlights of the year, what we did and how we paid for it. As ever, 
we are indebted to our regular donors and anyone who supports us through attending a 
fundraising event, volunteering their time or buying a product. Thank you. 

Projects

THAILAND/BURMA
An aim in Thailand/Burma this year was to provide more practical support to organisations 
that we have long financially supported. We hope that these organisations can become 
more independent and less reliant on international donors, especially single sources of aid.

We spent time with Pastor Peacefully of Thoo Mwee Khee and helped that school develop 
a new fundraising strategy. Importantly for them that meant diversifying: approaching 
different donors, looking at online fundraising and other options. As a result we were able 
reduce our contribution to overall education and boarding, while continuing to support the 
agriculture project and holiday programme.

We visited our projects in March 2014 and during that visit went to Kwee ler Shu in Burma. 
This village at Mae K’Lah was identified as a good central point to build a new school to 
service six villages in the area where few of the hundreds of children are able to access 
any form of education. The community had plans and made a good case to us and we 
decided to commit funds from the comedy shows in 2014 to build this school. The new 
school will have proper classrooms, a dormitory, a dining area and bathrooms, and will be 
ready for the new school year in June 2015.



The impressive Htee Ther Leh school, built from proceeds from The Good Guys shows 
in 2013, had its first full year of operation following a grand opening. The school teaches 
around 200 children, many more than they were able to in the old school building, and 
a number of children live there during term time as it is too far or unsafe to return home. 
During this year we provided some funding for teacher stipends and seed money for an 
income generation project so that they can self-fund in the future.

Another great project this year has been supporting Oo Hue Hta school. A wonderful 
young woman from this village who graduated from Thoo Mwee Khee school returned to 
her village and is encouraging the community to see the benefits of education. She has 
fundraised to build a small school and we were happy to help her complete the set-up, fund 
some teaching stipends and provide an income generation fund. During the year she has 
had an average of 35 children enrolled and the school has been used in the evenings for 
classes for adults.

Back across the border in Mae Sot we gave support for the first time to a brilliant little 
organisation called KickStart ART. This is run by an English artist/educator who is training 
local Burmese artists as teachers and working with them to create and deliver art classes 
to vulnerable children from Burma. They provide art classes for free to schools and migrant 
learning centres where the curriculum is very basic. These classes are such a highlight for 
the kids, they are fun and inspiring and can be a great opportunity to express themselves, 
most having suffered poverty and often tragedy. KickStart ART was operating in seven 
schools and we helped them expand to nine this year.

Also in our very important PLAY category of support is Pure Future. This weekly class 
operated by Social Action for Women has been helping kids in their shelters work through 
their trauma and provide hope, for years. For around $2,000NZD we sponsor this 
programme for a whole year.

In March we responded to a call for aid from Help Without Frontiers. This organisation 
ensures all 76 migrant learning centres in the area have stationery for its 13,000 children. 
We know how crucial stationery books are to the learning process and for many of these 
children it might be the only book they have in the house and can be shared with other 
family members. We provided a design and the funds and Help Without Frontiers managed 
the production and distribution. It is a great day when the buses arrive and load up 
stationery for the year.

 



SAMOA
For six months of this year we gave some financial support to a NZ-based family while they 
based themselves in Apia and volunteered with the Samoa Victim Support Group. This 
followed on from a successful stint the year before when we supported another family to 
help out at the shelters, the office and to establish vegetable gardens. This again proved 
useful, particularly through providing on the ground assistance at the baby shelter which 
was dealing with increasing numbers of newborns.

During the year we again provided some emergency funding for SVSG to provide food for 
the children in their care and we made a contribution towards the electricity costs of the 
shelters. 

We also worked with Rachel Hansen from Good Talks to expand on her sexual health 
seminar she delivered to girls in the shelters in 2013. That session had taken place 
over one morning and seemed enormously important to the girls who had very poor 
understanding of their bodies, rights and expectations. In 2014 Rachel developed a 
proposal, that our board approved, which saw her spend a week visiting the main shelter 
every day with two other health and sexuality education professionals. These sessions, 
again, seemed of incredible value to these young women though the educators felt they 
could have stayed much longer. We were pleased however that the visit aligned with the 
arrival of a fixed term counsellor, sponsored by Volunteer Service Abroad.

Fundraising

Our income from fundraising was down this year compared to the previous year but was 
still a healthy $167k. Fundraising during 2014/15 included:

• Regular product sales via The Body Shop NZ stores (fair trade purses, locally hand-
made spinning tops, gift tags featuring images from the children and projects we 
support)

• Two successful The Good Guys shows in the annual Comedy Festival (May).

• Mother’s Day cards sold through The Body Shop NZ, with design kindly donated by 
artist Erin Ellis (May).

• Defender Bag sales. These sales improved this year with the introduction of the 
new tote style, delivery of book bags to additional schools, and supply of totes to the 
Wellington TedX conference (Aug).

• Donations from participants of the Live Below the Line campaign (Oct).

• Continued donations from supporters via the One Percent Collective.

• Increased numbers of payroll givers, especially The Body Shop staff.

• Flox designed Owl ornaments sold through The Body Shop NZ for xmas (Nov-Dec)

Our sales via The Body Shop stores were down across product areas, though this was not 
reflective of general retail activity. As a result we will be reviewing our range and styles in 
the coming year.



Staff and Admin

There were no major changes to staffing during the year though Rachelle now co-manages 
the charity with Pat. With significant Defender Bags orders this year we approached 
Student Job Search for a volunteer for a few hours per week and were fortunate to find 
Jojo. This worked really well but was short term and we may look at setting aside a small 
budget to recruit someone to help us out with Defender Bags next year. 

Following on from the previous year’s streamlining of our physical office and filing, we 
turned attention to our online presence. Our website has now been transformed using the 
platforms Squarespace and Exposure for better storytelling and improved layout. We hope 
the reduction of text helps visitors to the site get the information they need and that the 
work we do has a greater impact through this site presentation. 

Financials

During this year we raised $167,563.80 through fundraising events, product sales, 
employee giving and general donations. We also received a corporate donation of $36,400 
from The Body Shop NZ towards salaries and wages. This resulted in total income to the 
charity of $203,964.

In 2014/15 we allocated $157,014.19 to projects and had expenses of $76,480 (63% 
to salaries). This resulted in an overall deficit of $29,530. This end of year position was 
intended as we work to direct reserves, built up after several years of surplus results, to 
projects. 

Of the almost $160,000 allocated to projects, the largest amount (59% or $92,285) was 
committed to education projects, followed by nutrition, shelter and play. Expenditure across 
all categories was higher in 2014/15 compared to the previous year, as shown below.

 

 

The following pages contain SpinningTop’s financials which have 
been submitted to the Charities Commission in New Zealand.





Notes to the Financial Statements
For The Year Ended 31 March 2015

Reporting Entity
The Trust is Registered Charitable Trust registered under The Charities Act 
2005 (# CC10551). Spinning Top is a Charity for the support and protection 
of vulnerable children.

Statement of Accounting Policies
These accounts have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting practice in New Zealand.

General Accounting Policies
The measurement basis adopted is historical cost.

Specific Accounting Policies

Inventory
Stock is valued at the lower of cost or net realisable value.

Goods and Services Tax
This entity is registered for GST purposes and the financial statements are 
GST Exclusive.

Income Tax
The trust is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax.

Audit
These accounts have not been audited
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SpinningTop 
As at 31 March 2015 

31Mar 2015 31Mar 2014

Assets 

Bank 

ANZ Current Account 230,230 261,083

Total Bank 230,230 261,083

Current Assets 

Accounts Receivable 5,866 8,587

Stock On Hand 6,354 4,813

Total Current Assets 12,220 13,400

Total Assets 242,450 274,483

Liabilities 

Current Liabilities 

GST 3,882 6,384

Total Current Liabilities 3,882 6,384

Total Liabilities 3,882 6,384

Net Assets 238,568 268,099

Equity 
Current Year Earnings (29,531) 47,732

Retained Earnings 268,099 220,366

Total Equity 238,568 268,099
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SpinningTop 
For the 12 months ended 31 March 2015 

Mar-15 Mar-14

Income 

Coloured Gift Tags Sales 8,024 17,088

Corporate Donations 38 5,216

Customer Donations ex Body Shop boxes 2,726 3,368

Defender Bag Sales 24,415 12,418

Donated Goods Sold 24 4,178

Employee Giving 13,892 9,561

Fund Raising Events 24,421 21,219

General Donations 19,602 16,106

General Sales 6 2,080

Interest Received 1,478 1,575

Kelly Xmas Tags 141 2,825

Misery Xmas tags sales 316 1,608

Mothers Day Sales 1,783 3,528

Other Revenue 214 29

Purse Sales 21,082 18,653

Samoa Volunteer Donations - 250

TBS Corporate Donations 36,400 29,310

TBS Customer Donations 3,228 66

TBS Loyalty Programme 33,257 48,156

Wooden Jewellery 226 871

Wooden Spinning Tops 5,472 5,797

Xmas Product Sales 7,218 13,921

Total Income 203,964 217,824

Gross Profit 203,964 217,824

Less Operating Expenses 

Opening Stock 4,813 9,557

ACC 446 333

Accounting Expenses 566 333

Admin Costs 142 323

Bank Fees 442 403

Depreciation - 104

Entertainment 62 -

Freight & Courier 379 273

Fund Raising Expenses 2,335 1,613

General Products Purchased 23,840 18,619

International Web 425 112

KiwiSaver Employer Contributions - (9)

Printing & Stationery - 173

Professional Development 178 -

Provision for FOOD 29,853 28,328

Provision of EDUCATION 92,285 51,669
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Mar-15 Mar-14

Provision of PLAY 12,988 2,215

Provision of SHELTER 21,889 8,900

Travel - International 1,200 1,825

Wages & Salaries 47,855 49,713

Website 150 420

Closing Stock (6,354) (4,813)

Total Operating Expenses 233,494 170,092

Net Profit (29,531) 47,732


